18F-fluorodihydroxyphenylalanine in the diagnosis of neuroendocrine tumors.
(18)F-fluorodihydroxyphenylalanine (FDOPA) is a powerful tool for the diagnosis and detection of neuroendocrine tumors when planning and monitoring surgical and oncologic therapies. Pheochromocytomas, paragangliomas, and medullary thyroid cancers especially are amenable to FDOPA imaging because of the high specific uptake of this amino acid analogue and excellent tumor-to-background contrast on PET/computed tomography.